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Abstract:

Global trade heavily relies on critical sea routes and straits, which have become focal
points for countries aiming to exert control. This importance has been recognized throughout
history, modern international policies prioritize maintaining stability in these crucial
geographical locations to ensure the smooth operation of global trade, while Energy sector is
another critical area, with attempts to control its sources often leading to geopolitical tensions.
Among these strategic waterways the Malacca Strait, which stands out due to its complex
security dimensions, particularly in the energy domain, as any disruptions or threats to this strait
can have severe implications for other sensitive sectors, such as the economy, which are vital
for a country's survival. Therefore, it is essential to analyze and understand the potential threats
and their impact on various sectors. Research efforts aim to delve into these complexities,
aiming to identify and assess the likelihood of acute crises or threats that could hinder the
normal passage through the Malacca Strait.

Keywords: Energy security, maritime Straits, energy supply, China's security, geopolitical
influence
Introduction:

The interest of the world's countries in sea crossings and straits is not a recent
phenomenon; it has been a crucial factor in international trade, transportation, and military
strategies throughout history. The "security of sea straits" has emerged as a critical determinant
of foreign and defense policies, particularly for major powers and emerging economies. This
issue has become a focal point for international security discussions, with its impact on
economic and national security being a primary concern. The infrastructure of the energy sector,
including production areas, transit routes, and shipping lines through strategic straits, known as
"choke points," plays a significant role in influencing global economics and security. The
polarization and military presence of competitors around these straits are a direct result of their
strategic importance, as two-thirds of the world's exported oil production is transported through
these waterways to reach consumers. (Kai-Hua Wang, 2021, p. 3; Stevens and Charles, 2012,
p. 6)

The issue of "Energy Supply Security" has become one of the most important
determinants of the foreign and defense policy of countries-especially the major powers and
countries with emerging economies a major topic for international security discussion, as the
future conflict between the powers currently dominant at the top of the international system and
those emerging, has become centered on the infrastructure of the energy sector in the central
and Caspian seas and the African continent, right up to America Latin. (Yergin, 2006, p. 43)
Also, the transformations witnessed by the global energy consumption market and its increasing
shift in the axis of consumption from West to East - especially after the emergence of China as
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the second largest energy consumer after the United States - have prompted increased attention
to the transformation in the field of energy transportation and marketing through the sea,
corridors and Straits, which puts increasing pressure on the maritime navigation routes towards
East and Southeast Asia, such as the Malacca Strait (Figure.1), which produces a growing
competition between regional and international maritime powers, such as China, the United
States and India to control the navigation routes leading to it, while China relies on the
development of its military capabilities - especially the Navy parallel to the "pearl necklace
“strategy -(That is, the acquisition of a set of ports and bases and the conclusion of strategic
(US Department of Defense, 2023), diplomatic, economic and security alliances, with its money
and relations in the vicinity of China allow it to effectively defend its vital interests and routes
if threatened, and China creates its own gateways to the world)- to establish its control over the
region - the United States is shifting its focus from the Middle East to the Asia-Pacific region
to counterbalance the Chinese rise there, while India is counting on intensifying its military
presence at the entrance to the Malacca Strait as well as getting closer to the countries of
Southeast Asia.

Figure 1. Strait of Malacca
Source: (Encyclopedia of Earth)

Problematic:
-How do geopolitical factors and security concerns influence China's energy security in
the context of the Strait of Malacca?
-What are the key strategic choices and potential solutions China can employ to
safeguard its energy security and prevent conflicts with major powers in the Malacca
Strait region?

Importance of the contribution :
-Exploring the importance of the Strait of Malacca geopolitically, economically, and
security.
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-The sensitive place of the Malacca Strait in China's security strategy.
-Possible strategic alternatives and solutions that reduce any negative impact if the Strait
hinders China's energy supply.

Methodology:

The research primarily adopted a descriptive-analytical approach, with a strong emphasis on
the theoretical framework of geopolitics. This approach allowed for a comprehensive
breakdown of the complex relationship between energy security and the security of energy
supplies. By drawing on the theories and ideas of renowned geopoliticians such as Alfred
Mahan, Mackinder, Alexander Dugin, Brzezinski, and others, the study provided a solid
foundation for understanding the policies, strategies, and interests that shape decision-making
processes. The theoretical data was complemented by real-world practices and empirical
evidence, ensuring a well-rounded exploration of the topic.

1. Energy supply security dilemma across the Sea straits:

The world's attention has long been drawn to the strategic importance of straits and sea
routes. These waterways have played a pivotal role in facilitating the movement of international
trade and communication, serving as powerful tools for economic control, especially during
times of war and conflict. This significance is not a new phenomenon; it has been recognized
throughout history, with ancient civilizations understanding the value of these strategic
locations. In the modern era, international policies are strategically focused on these crucial
geographical points, recognizing their role in maintaining stability within the international
economic movement. The aim is to ensure a smooth flow of production and distribution
processes, thereby guaranteeing the financial and monetary stability of global markets. The
principles of settlement and the use of force often come into play, as countries strive to either
maintain the status quo or impose new realities, highlighting the complex geopolitical dynamics
at play. The strategic importance of these straits cannot be overstated, as they serve as vital
arteries for global trade and communication. Their protection and stability are paramount for
the smooth functioning of the international economy and the overall security and prosperity of
nations. As such, the study of these waterways and their impact on global affairs is of utmost
importance, providing valuable insights into the intricate web of international relations and the
strategies employed by nations to secure their interests.

One of the concerns raised by the energy challenges is the issue of supplies through the Sea
Straits, therefore, ensuring a stable energy supply is one of the serious strategic issues that are
inevitable to face (Belmadi, 2017, p. 186). The quest of countries to secure their needs from it
is not a new thing. Attempts to control energy sources have been the main motivation for many
conflicts and wars (Jeff D. Colgan, 2018), and it has also been a factor for rapprochement and
cooperation among other countries (Figure.2). There are two important areas related to the
security of energy supplies: first, ensuring regions for stable supply, while the second is
protecting the safety of energy transmission lines.

US General Bruce K. Holoday's statements highlight the critical role of oil in military
operations and its profound impact on strategic decision-making. He emphasizes that a
significant disruption in oil supplies could lead to a dramatic decrease in military effectiveness,
turning the allocation of oil resources into a politically charged and complex issue. The question
of how much oil should be reserved strategically becomes a matter of national security and
economic stability.
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General Holoday's words also raise concerns about the potential consequences of a reduced oil
supply due to Soviet actions, such as the destruction of waterways. In such a scenario, he
questions the military's ability to react effectively, underscoring the interdependence of military
might and energy security. His statements, therefore, serve as a stark reminder of the vital link
between energy security and national security, emphasizing that deterrence and military
preparedness cannot be achieved without a stable and secure energy supply.

This citation, from Maxwell Taylor and others (1981, p. 44), provides a historical perspective
on the energy-security nexus, highlighting the challenges and considerations that military
strategists and policymakers have grappled with for decades. It underscores the ongoing
relevance of energy security in military planning and the need for a comprehensive approach
that integrates energy policy with national security strategies.

2. The impact of energy on China's defense strategy:

Based on the annual US reports issued by the Ministry of Defense to Congress on security
and military development, which includes the People's Republic of China (US Department of
Defense, 2022), talk about the continuous development of China's military power and security
strategy, such as the development of its cyber security, the development of a missile system, the
integration of an aircraft carrier into the arsenal of the Navy and the expansion of its naval fleet,
which highlights China's ambition to develop its military power commensurate with its
extended economic position across the world, and most importantly, the protection of its vital
and strategic supplies.

Oil has played a fundamental role in the formation of the military power of the great powers
during the twentieth century (Painter, 2014, p. 187), although the size of military power is the
product of economic capacity, the spread of this power is determined by the requirements of
protecting economic and commercial interests, especially the security of vital goods
transportation lines and areas of their presence ( Zahr, 2012 p .30).

The symbiotic relationship between a nation's military power and its trade routes is evident

in the development of American military might. The United States, with its vast naval force,
has protected its global trade routes, and this force has expanded alongside its growing oil
imports. The correlation between economic growth and military strength is undeniable, as the
US military's presence and influence have grown with its economic prowess. Similarly, China's
economic opening since 1978 has led to continuous economic growth, propelling it to become
the world's second-largest economy. In line with its economic development, the Chinese armed
forces have undergone a radical transformation, evolving into an integrated system of land, sea,
and air forces. This military development has not only enhanced China's security but has also
positioned it as a key player in the global economy and international politics.
This evolution of China's military power, mirroring its economic growth, underscores the
intricate relationship between economic might and military strength. As Jonathan (2024)
highlights, the protection of trade routes and the assurance of a stable energy supply are critical
factors in the development of a nation's military capabilities, a principle that holds for both the
United States and China.

On the other hand, with the expected significant growth in China's need for energy,
especially those coming from the Middle East, it is not excluded that the production and transit
zones will enter the vital strategic range of China, which entails strengthening its military
presence in the Indian Ocean and the Arabian Sea to protect its energy supplies, it has
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pushed some of its naval although it does not provide a balance of power with a military
presence This presence is a prelude to a larger and more active military presence in the future
that will ensure the protection of its growing interests in the region .(Lin, 2012).

3. Chinese energy security dilemma :

Extrapolating and analyzing China's energy security policy in light of its great economic
growth with the growth of its population, has made the issue of its energy security in a circle of
serious bets and challenges, especially since statistics and estimates indicate that the proportion
of China's energy imports will be 60 and 70 percent of domestic consumption by 2030, the
study also focused on understanding the Chinese perception of the concept of energy security,
in addition to studying the orientations of decision makers in China regarding the development
of alternative plans, strategies and projects and their nature in this regard (Al-Tamimi:, 2012, p.
97).

China is experiencing significant economic growth and development, opening the door
to consuming more energy. With the beginning of the depletion of its oil fields at home, China
is living under pressure to provide alternative sources (Fengyun Li, 2023, p. 146), especially
with being the second consumer of oil globally. According to the latest statistics for 2022 issued
by BP, China's oil imports have finally increased from 6 percent to a third of its domestic need
and will rise to 60 percent by about 2030, and it is also a candidate to become the largest energy
consumer by 2035 with an increase of 23 percent of the current consumption volume (BP,
2022), this is approximately equivalent to 15 M/B per day.

Currently, China will consume 16.6 M/B of oil per day in 2023 (Statista, 2024),

equivalent to 11.7 percent of the global consumption volume, so that since 2008 China has
increased the volume of production and at the same time the volume of imports, it jumped from
3.43 m/b in 2008 to 5.86 M/B in 2012, and at the same time domestic production increased
from 4 M/B to 4.4 M/B per day in the same year, and China is expected to become the largest
oil importing country, as it is expected to exceed the United States in the volume of imports,
and therefore, its oil supply security has become an issue of important strategic importance for
China's economic and social development, so China's energy security is facing problems at both
levels <both internal and External at the same time.
At the internal level, the inability of domestic oil and gas sources to meet the needs and
requirements of economic development, so that the difference between the percentage of
production and the increase in consumption was estimated at 13 percent, and its strategic oil
reserve system has not yet strengthened, so that in 2008 China built a strategic oil stockpile for
it by building 4 bases to accommodate stored oil for 65 days (Y. Bai and others, 2014, p. 179),
and at the external level, China still relies to a serious degree on imported oil to cover its needs,
which brings risks to its oil security.

4. The geomorphological and geo-economic position of the Malacca Strait:

The Strait is located between the Malaysian peninsula and Indonesia, and Singapore is also
located on its tip, it connects the Indian and Pacific oceans, in addition to the South China Sea,
its length is about 800 km and its width ranges from 50 to 320 km, while its depth ranges from
25 meters to 113 meters, it is considered one of the most important global shipping lanes, the
importance of this strait geostrategic and geo-economic Indonesia should regain the right of
sovereignty over this strait, as its commercial importance has increased since the opening of the
Suez Canal in 1869, and since In 1950, it became the main passage for energy carriers from
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production sources to Japan, but today more than 50 thousand ships pass through it annually,
which accounts for about 25 percent of world maritime navigation. (IILSS, 2023)

The Strait of Malacca holds immense strategic importance, as it currently facilitates
approximately 40% of the world's trade. Additionally, it serves as a vital passage for 80-90% of
oil imports to major economies such as China, Japan, South Korea, and Taiwan. The strategic
maritime zone behind this strait connects the Middle East's maritime world with the Indian
subcontinent and Northeast Asia, including the South China Sea, making it an indispensable
strategic corridor. With the significant shifts witnessed in global energy markets, there has been
a notable shift in the axis of energy consumption from West to East. According to a report by
the US Energy Information Administration in 2014, developing countries are projected to
consume approximately 65% of global energy production by 2040, with China and India
leading the way in terms of energy consumption. This highlights the increasing significance of
the Strait of Malacca as a critical energy transit route, underscoring its role in shaping the global
energy landscape.

It can be deduced from the previous statistics that the production of the Middle East will
be directed to Asia, half of the oil exports from the Middle East were transferred to Western
countries, while the other half almost went to countries in East Asia in the first decade of the
Twenty-First Century, therefore, China's dependence on the oil of the Middle East and Africa
(Aluf, 2022), and on individual sea transport lines makes it critical, that's why the Strait is very
sensitive for China, so that it is estimated that 62% of its imported oil passes through it, in
emergency and special cases (such as the growing threats of non-state actors groups), it is
impossible to guarantee the flow of oil imported as usual, which seriously affects the life of
This shows that energy security is of great importance to China's economy and Politics, which
makes the security of the Malacca Strait a major issue for Chinese national security.

Excessive dependence on imported oil for a particular country for the barrier of 50 million
tons, will make its economic performance hostage to changes in international market prices and
vulnerable to their effects, and if the imported volume exceeds that barrier, this country must
think about taking all necessary measures to ensure its energy security, including military, so
ensuring the security of energy transportation is an urgent real problem for China being one of
the largest energy consuming countries.

The implications of energy security on the relationships between various actors extend
beyond economic ramifications, encompassing geopolitical and geo-security dimensions as
well. This is due to the multitude of actors that influence energy security (Khalid, 2023),
including transit countries through which energy pipelines traverse and sea straits that remain
susceptible to varying degrees of political, economic, and military risks. The Malacca Strait,
for instance, serves as a prime example of a critical energy transit route that is vulnerable to
such risks.

Located between the Malaysian peninsula and Indonesia, with Singapore at its tip, the Strait
of Malacca connects the Indian and Pacific oceans, as well as the South China Sea. Spanning
approximately 800 kilometers in length, with a width ranging from 50 to 320 kilometers, and a
depth varying from 25 to 113 meters, this strait is one of the most significant global shipping
lanes. Its geostrategic and geo-economic importance is underscored by Indonesia's reclamation
of sovereignty over this strait, given its heightened commercial significance since the opening
of the Suez Canal in 1869. Since 1950, it has evolved into the primary corridor for energy
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carriers from production sources to Japan, and today, more than 50,000 ships traverse this strait
annually, accounting for 20-25% of global maritime navigation. It serves as a vital commercial
junction between Europe and Asia in the Pacific, highlighting its pivotal role in the global
energy landscape (Dastjerdi, 2021, p. 269)
5. The strategic dimension of the Malacca Strait from China's security perspective:
Energy security concerns are steadily affecting China's diplomatic and strategic calculations
by expanding its foreign policy concerns beyond its traditional borders, and the rapid increase
in the volume of China's demand for energy overseas (Belmadi and Kadri, 2024, p. 129), shows
how extremely important it is to ensure the security of its sea lanes, as the importance of oil
transportation routes through international corridors of strategic importance has often been
discussed, energy supply is highly linked to Chinese national security, growth and military
capability, if China's oil supply is stopped or hindered, it would be in a critical situation and be
paralyzed and suffocated, so establishing a maritime noose around China would it performs this
purpose, especially since all the used tracts pass on three Major sea lanes: (Puente, 2024)
-The Middle East line: Gulf - Strait of Hormuz-Malacca Strait-Taiwan Strait-
China.
-Africa line: north Africa-the Mediterranean Sea - the Strait of Gibraltar-the
Cape of Good Hope-the Malacca Strait-the Taiwan Strait-China.
-South-East Asia line: Malacca Strait-Taiwan Strait-China.

China's energy security strategy is intricately tied to its reliance on international energy
supply routes. The country is compelled to transport its imported oil through the Malacca and
Taiwan Straits, as these waterways are essential passages rather than optional routes. While the
Pacific Ocean line serves as an alternative route for oil imports from Venezuela and other Latin
American countries, the majority of China's energy imports transit through the Malacca and
Taiwan Straits. This strategic dependence on these critical waterways underscores the
importance of securing a stable and uninterrupted energy supply for China's economic and
national security. Therefore, Malacca Strait is considered a corridor of important economic and
strategic value, and it has become a knot that worries Chinese energy security, from the
prevailing point of view that says:" whoever controls the Malacca Strait can control the Chinese
energy corridors and routes," (Agrawal, 2021) and the question posed is: find out what are the
situations and situations that can lead to unrest in this strait and put the hypothesis of closing it
in the face of China and control it, and find out who is able to do this, by tracking current
developments, and by tracking current developments, it can be agreed that the United States is
the only one capable of closing the Malacca Strait after receiving support from its allies in the
region: Such as Singapore, Japan, South Korea, and others, given the nature of their relations
with the United States, we may find that one of the most factors pushing these two powers
towards closing the Strait in the face of China are: the Taiwan crisis and the problem of the
South China Sea.
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Figure 2. China’s Crude Oil imports from selected countries (2023)
Source : Statista (https.//www.statista.com/statistics/1310953/oil-imports-by-country-china/)
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Figure 3. China’s natural gas imports from selected countries (2021) billion cubic feet per day (Bcf/d)
Source: Graph by the U.S Energy Administration 2022

6. The Importance of the Malacca Strait from A Regional and International Strategic
Perspective:

6. 1. from an international strategic perspective:

6.1.1. for the United States: it proceeds from the geostrategic perspective aimed at controlling
the seas of the world, based on the principle of the strategy of maritime power, which was
invented by the geopolitical thinker - a specialist in maritime strategies "Alfred. It has focused
its efforts since the Eighties of the twentieth century on achieving complete control over the
seas and oceans of the world and trying to contain and control the Centers of transit and strategic
surveillance (Dugin, 1999, p. 29), which guarantees it the blockade of maritime forces and the
closure of navigation in the face of other countries during times of war, but the Malacca Strait
has become the so-called" the throat of Asia in the grip of the United States, it can tighten and
strangle at any moment it wants".

Concerning the issue of the Taiwan port: it has an important geostrategic significance
because it is located between the South China Sea and its East Sea, so the United States attaches
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the utmost importance to the situation in Taiwan due to the value of the extremely important
and sensitive Sea shipping lines (Ian, 2023), because oil and other resources are transported to
China through them, and it also maintains close military relations with it, making it a platform
for military operations against China and its energy security, it is well armed to be able to control
the Straits, Taiwan and vital property.

In addition to Taiwan, Singapore is a close ally of the United States (U.S Department of
State, 2024), it is well armed to be able to play an important role in the event of a confrontation
between the United States and China, both Taiwan and Singapore have emergency programs to
intercept oil bound for China, and although the Malacca Strait is located within the territorial
waters of Malaysia, Singapore's rapid armament aims to fully control the transportation of oil
(Andrew, 2023), which means stopping the supply of energy to China in the event of a collision
between the two powers, this is in addition to the fact that Singapore's naval bases are highly
specialized in servicing warships and submarines, and are heavily used by the US Navy, in
addition to in 1992, the United States moved the headquarters of the rear Services Command
The Seventh Fleet is assigned to the Zhang Yi naval base in Singapore, which enjoys a superior
location, and this plays a very important role in strengthening American control over important
sea lines in Southeast Asia.

The strength of American control over this strait comes mainly from the Guam military
base (Greco, 2022), which is located at the junction of the US-Indian Ocean line, and the Japan-
Australia line, and the most important American bases on this island are the Anderson Air Base,
APRA naval base, Agana naval aviation station and others, where huge fleets can be docked
and long-range strategic bombers of the B-2 and B-52 type take off and land, so the Guam base
is considered the "strong sea barrier" in the heart of the Pacific Ocean, and the US Seventh Fleet
in the Pacific attaches strategic importance to the island of Guam in the ocean (Clara and Diana,
2024), and therefore it strengthens its cooperation with Australia, Singapore, the Philippines,
and Japan to complete the encirclement of China in most directions, in this regard, the issue of
North Korean missiles Nuclear is used as an ideal pretext for further encirclement of China.
China's energy security is intricately tied to the stability of critical sea routes, particularly the
Strait of Malacca. Should this corridor be closed or obstructed, resulting in a halt to oil
transportation, China would face severe consequences, akin to the potential impact on the
United States and the European Union if Iran were to close the Strait of Hormuz or Russia were
to disrupt the Ukraine node. Currently, the US Navy exercises control over these strategic sea
routes, and as long as China lacks alternative energy supply routes beyond the reach of US
military coverage, it remains in a position of vulnerability vis-a-vis the US Navy. This
vulnerability is further compounded by the ongoing US naval presence in the Taiwan Strait and
the Malacca Strait, underscoring the strategic importance of these waterways in the context of
China's energy security.

6.1.2. Military control of strategic maritime navigation routes:
As well as the expansion of the role and tasks of NATO after the Second World War to new
tasks, one of the most important of which is the so-called protection of energy sources and
outlets in the world (Nazemroaya, 2007), the will of countries with energy interests-first of all,
China collide with the desire of the west to dominate these vital and strategic resources, to
dominate the supply routes, therefore, NATO and the United States of America adopt plans to
control these important Straits and crossings.
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Admiral Mike Mullen, head of the US Naval Operations Room, stated that his country is trying
to build a "fleet of a thousand barges" (Roxborough, 2007) to control international waters, and
this strategy was formulated by John Bolton when he was an assistant to the US Department of
State in charge of Arms Control and international security, this strategy ultimately means the
integration of NATO and allied naval forces into a global maritime partnership, in addition to
the Naval Forces established by the United States with NATO, this strategy was developed to
control World Trade and international waters, and the "security initiative to limit the spread of
nuclear weapons", under the pretext of stopping components In 2003, the White House prepared
a strategy in which it decided to allow violations of international laws, international laws do not
allow the US Navy and NATO to inspect and interrogate foreign merchant marine present in
international waters (Hawkins, 2022), and therefore these US operations are illegal under
Section VII of the UN Convention on the right of the Sea 1982, unless approved by the country
from which the merchant ships the right to arbitrary control of ships Therefore, many
governments of Asian countries, including Malaysia, openly criticized these operations and
questioned their legitimacy, as well as China questioned this initiative and refused to participate
in the 2003 project.

6.1.3. Motives and dimensions of the United States to close the Strait:
- Pursuing a strategy of restraint and strangulation towards China: considering its rapid
economic development as a challenge to the American position in the Asia-Pacific region, as
confirmed by the American authors "Richard Bizenstein" and "Ross Monroe" in their book "the
conflict coming from China", China is assiduously seeking to replace the United States as the
main regional power in Asia and seeks to play an increasing role in the international arena, and
America will not accept this (Hammoud, 2021).
- Internal unrest and emergencies within China could potentially provide the United States with
an opportunity for military intervention or the imposition of economic sanctions. Should such
a scenario arise, the Malacca Strait could transform into a strategic liability for China. An
American blockade of this critical waterway could serve as a powerful tactic, known as an
"effective action" strategy, to directly threaten China's energy security and exert significant
leverage over its internal affairs.

6.2. From a regional strategic perspective:

6.2.1. Countries bordering the Strait :
The issue of energy security has become a priority throughout Asia, and concerns about
competition and even confrontation due to energy supplies through the straits in the South China
Sea have gained paramount importance in political deliberations (Cordesman, 2018, p. 182),
there are differences between China and both Malaysia and Indonesia over the South China
Sea, and one of the most important cases affecting the two countries and pushing them to block
the Strait in the face of China are:the possibility of clashes between China and the Southeast
ASEAN countries in the South China Sea, after which ASEAN countries threaten China to close
the Malacca Strait the potential deterioration of the security environment in the South China
Sea: In the event that the situation in the Taiwan Strait deteriorates, the ASEAN countries will
resort to the support of the United States and allow it to blockade and control the Malacca Strait,
but from a reading of the current situation, especially after China and the ASEAN countries
signed the "declaration of each party on its actions in the South China Sea"and gradually
restructured cooperative relations with Vietnam and the Philippines, the possibility of all-out
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clashes in the South China Sea has decreased, reducing with it the possibility of by restricting
China through the blockade of the Strait, it is clear that the importance of the Malacca Strait is
not limited to security It is also closely linked to the Taiwan issue and the South China Sea issue
as well.

6.2.2. Regional Units :
-Japan :
Japan, as the third-largest energy-consuming country globally, holds a unique strategic
perspective distinct from the United States. Approximately 80% of Japan's imported oil volume
and more than 50% of its trade volume destined for the world market traverse the Strait of
Malacca. This heavy reliance on the Strait for energy and trade has led Japan to view it as a
critical pathway to reducing its dependence on the United States. The strategic importance of
the Strait to Japan cannot be overstated, as it serves as a vital link in ensuring the country's
energy security and maintaining its position as a key player in the global economy.
-India :
A major regional country, the Strait is considered its gateway to the Pacific Ocean, as Indian
defense experts pointed out that more than 300 steamers enter the Indian Ocean daily (Kaal,
2023, p. 249), and the volume of oil transported through the Strait is worth up to 260 billion US
dollars, accordingly, India referred in its military strategy" protecting the land and controlling
the sea", which it developed in the seventies of the twentieth century to the'"strategy of
controlling the Indian Ocean", in which to ignite clashes between China and India (given their
military moves - Especially the Navy-in the region and the deployment of defense systems by
India), could pose a kind of latent threat or a force that could be used by the United States in
the long term, the progress of US-Indian security relations reflected negatively on India-China
relations, and increased Beijing's suspicions about the growing military relations between
Washington and New Delhi.

6.2.3. Achieving mutual gain through multilateral cooperation:
The Strait of Malacca's status as an international corridor, under the control of multiple
countries, presents a unique opportunity for regional cooperation to safeguard the interests of
all stakeholders. Establishing a robust, multi-level regional and international cooperation
mechanism is essential to mitigate the reliance on a single corridor and ensure the security of
energy supplies for countries like China, South Korea, and others with shared energy interests.
Given the alignment of their energy transmission lines, China and South Korea can play a
pivotal role in fostering cooperation to enhance energy supply security. By actively contributing
to the development of such a mechanism, China can not only secure its energy interests but also
positively influence the management and security of the Malacca Strait, thereby promoting
stability and prosperity in the region.

7. Co-operative work in the face of the threat of piracy operations:
Ensuring the security of the Malacca Strait is in the common interests of the neighboring
countries or for the countries benefiting from its course, and constitutes an important basis for
cooperation in the field of energy security for Northeast and Southeast Asia, so that they have
a mutual interest in the field of energy security, especially by increasing the activity of piracy
operations that have become the concern of decision makers in the region, based on the global
report on piracy issued by the United Nations research and Training Institute, the International
Maritime Organization and the International Maritime Bureau of the International Chamber of
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Commerce for 2014, which indicates that the number of piracy attacks and armed robbery is
increasing annually according to the statement, Piracy recorded its highest rates in 2000 by
more than in 2013-2014 (ICC, 2014, p. 33), there was a significant increase in armed robberies
and piracy, as the number of piracy operations in the strait reached 43 in 2013, and the number
increased to 150 in 2014, which posed a serious threat to the energy security of consuming
countries from the region, especially China and Japan.

8. Diversification of energy supply through available strategic alternatives to

ensure energy security:

As for the security of energy sea lanes, it is the pursuit of a security concept in which energy
supplies coming from abroad are not subject to the control of others, whether in times of peace
or war and since the geomorphology of the Strait is characterized by narrowness, which
facilitates the possibility of closing and controlling its entrances, which makes China in a
critical position in front of (Hamzah, 2017):

1- The Malacca Strait is located within the zone of control of Malaysia and Singapore, as

well as the Indian power.
2- In terms of regional power, China cannot control this strait.
3- This strait has become one of the sixteen crucial waterways in the American global
strategy that must be controlled, where it intervenes when, and how it wants.
On the other hand, from the point of view of reducing and saving shipping costs and raising
economic feasibility, heading to the Central Asian region and Russia to search for new energy
resources is one of the best options for China, whether it is with the aim of consolidating and
supplementing imported oil from the Middle East, or with the aim of developing new energy
corridors as an alternative to the Malacca Strait, as China considers the alliance with Russia the
trump card that it is trying to use against the United States to confront it, by concluding strategic
partnership and cooperation agreements, Sino-Russian cooperation in the field of energy dates
back to 1994, the Russian side proposed to China to build a pipeline to transport oil from Siberia
to northeast China (Woods, 2008, p. 249), and then this project was included in the energy
cooperation agreement signed between the two countries in 1996 and became effective in 2006
with a delay in the completion of the project, so that it starts from the Angarsk oil fields in the
Russian state of Irkutsk to reach the Daqing oil May 21, 2014, a huge gas deal, unprecedented
in the history of energy globally, worth 400 billion dollars (Anishchuk, 2014), many observers
note This historic deal, which the Russian President described as the" deal of the era", may be
an important indicator that the world is now on the way to a new Cold War " between the West
led by the United States and the European Union on the one hand, and a rapidly rising Russian-
Chinese alliance on the other hand globally:
9. Heading to Central Asia and building an Atlantic-Asian energy crossing:

China is heading to the Central Asian region, which is rich in oil and gas resources, where the
proven reserves will reach 3.5 billion metric tons by 2023 (Statista, 2024), while the proven
reserves of natural gas reached 58,000 billion cubic meters (Figure.3), in addition to the ease of
transporting oil from that region to China adjacent to it, not to mention that there are close ties
between China and it, what worries China is the presence of foreign forces in from that region,
China realizes its vulnerability to military action targeting its oil supply, becoming The Chinese
are developing their naval bases, seeking to build ports and land oil corridors directly
connecting Central Asia and China through Russia, and cooperation between China, Russia and
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Iran aims to open an Atlantic-Asian corridor to ensure the continued supply of energy to China,
and there are ongoing discussions today in cooperation with Russia on laying a gas pipeline
from Iran to China, passing through Pakistan and India.

-The Geo-strategic importance of Sri Lanka and Myanmar:

All Chinese facilities are located along this vital corridor, the Gwadar port in Pakistan on the
coast of the Sea of Oman was built by the Chinese, and there is an agreement signed with Sri
Lanka under which China gets the right to use the port Hamapatuta south of the island, China
also designed the construction of a port in Myanmar (Nikkei, 2023), which would eliminate any
obstacle or threat to movement in the Taiwan and Malacca Straits, and it is connected to
Myanmar through a network of Railways and transport routes, connecting the coasts of
Myanmar and southern China.

-Vital ports through Thailand :

The strategic network of sea and land routes is further expanded by the inclusion of the
international sea line of the Mekong River and the Bangkok-Kuenming land route. Additionally,
the proposed construction of the Klak Canal, cutting through southern Thailand, is estimated to
cost $20 billion. Once completed, this canal will enable ships to navigate directly from the
Andaman Sea in the Indian Ocean to the Gulf of Thailand, bypassing the Strait of Malacca
altogether. This alternative route holds significant strategic value and could potentially reshape
the dynamics of energy and trade flows in the region (Cameron, 2021).

The Klak Canal project, if realized, would provide a crucial alternative to the Strait of
Malacca, offering a more direct and efficient route for maritime trade. This development could
have far-reaching implications for regional economics and geopolitics, potentially reducing the
strategic importance of the Strait of Malacca and shifting the balance of power in the region.

-Research and development of energy efficiency technologies and promotion of alternative
energies:

China has a long-term — term double-edged sword to ensure its energy security, the first
dimension is based on reducing excessive dependence on the Strait - The second dimension is
based on reducing dependence on depleted energies, by pushing the reliance on research and
development in the field of renewable and clean energies, such as relying on water energy to
produce electricity, organic energy, nuclear energy, etc., which will necessarily have an impact
on the global energy market in terms of demand or price, and China is also developing policies
to rationalize energy consumption of all kinds in its various forms, the bud of that China Far
from covering the huge energy needs in the construction of its global economic project, it is
still striving to expand the network of discoveries and exploration at home and overseas.
Results and Conclusion:

The importance of the Malacca Strait from the geopolitical and geo-economic point of view,
which is considered the main corridor for energy tankers from production sources to the
countries of Southeast Asia, " especially China and Japan," has become evident.it is thus the
heart of energy geopolitics in the region. The obsession with energy supply is highly linked to
China's national security, economic growth, and military capability. The Strait is the knot that
worries China's energy security, and the United States considers it a key to control Asia,
therefore, any impact on maritime traffic through this strait will have serious consequences for
the security and safety of energy supplies in the region as a whole. Therefore, China's vision
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for the future of its energy security currently ensuring the security of the sea lanes, especially
the Malka Strait, by seeking to embody a practical security concept in which Chinese energy
supplies coming from abroad are not subject to the control of others, whether in times of peace
or war, whether caused by regional or international threats and this through the following
strategic dimensions:

-Investing in its military power: China's military strategy is based on building a huge
naval and air force capable of protecting its interests overseas, and perhaps pushing other forces
out of the area of the China Sea, which it considers as a lake completely subordinate to it, and
therefore out of the Malka Strait, based on the Chinese emphasis on the country's course of
military modernization, especially the Chinese Air Force and Navy.

-China is working to strengthen its strategic relations with some countries stretching
from the South China Sea to the Middle East, it is building vital bases (ports, radars, airports,
roads, oil refineries, etc.).China is seeking to strengthen its relations with these countries, which
are spread along the coastline that provides it with its external supplies and maritime imports,
in addition to important maritime choke points and strategic locations in the western and eastern
Indian Ocean from the Gulf of Aden through the Arabian Sea, in what is known as the "pearl
necklace strategy".

-It focuses on reducing dependence on depleted energies and working to rationalize
energy consumption of all kinds, by pushing the wheel of reliance on research and development
in the field of renewable and clean energies and encouraging alternative energies.

-The opening of an Atlantic-Asian corridor ensures the continued supply of energy to
China and the direction to the Central Asian region and Russia, which are abundant in oil and
gas resources, to develop new energy corridors as an alternative to the Malka Strait.
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Résumé

La charpente événementielle de La Bible et le Fusil repose essentiellement sur la gestion
calamiteuse et démagogique d’un Etat dirigé par le Grand-frére-président-de-la-République.
Celui-ci entraine la déconstruction d’une famille, celle de son opposant principal dont le chef
Ba’a Assazan est le personnage collectif car leader de I’opposition dans une république appelée
Ikse. Dans cette République, les événements se succeédent de mal en pis. En effet, la famille de
Ba’a vit une tragédie inexplicable : le pére est assassin€ par le pouvoir en place, la meére Mamie
Awlabo décéde des suites d’une morsure de serpent quand I’ainé Afitémanou est promu
ambassadeur, puis ministre du pouvoir qui a brimé décime sa famille. Cependant, ce dernier
devient fou suite au sacrifice rituel de sa fille unique, et perd la vie plus tard. Le cadet Abbé
No¢, dans sa colére, est condamné a mort pour avoir tu¢ deux soldats. Cependant, il s’offre en
sacrifice pour la libération du peuple. Le Benjamin Ahika se fait, pour la méme cause, enrdler
dans la rébellion, se ressaisit apres avoir €té récupeéré par Balozo, et méne la lutte
révolutionnaire.

Mots-clés: déces, Etat, foi, rébellion, vengeance.
Abstract

The framework of events in La Bible et le Fusil is essentially based on the calamitous and
demagogic management of a state led by the Grand-frére-président-de-la-République. He uses
his power to the deconstruction of a family, that of its main opponent whose leader Ba'a Assazan
is the collective character because leader of the opposition in a republic called Ikse. In that
Republic, the events succeed each other from bad to worse. Indeed, the family of Ba'a lives an
inexplicable tragedy: the father is murdered by the the president, the mother Mamie Awlabo
dies as a result of a snake bite when the elder Afitémanou is promoted ambassador, then minister
who has crushed his family decimated. However, the latter becomes crazy following the ritual
sacrifice of his only daughter, and loses his life later. The cadet Abbé Noé, in his anger, is
sentenced to death for having killed two soldiers. However, he offers himself in sacrifice for
the liberation of the people. The junior son Ahika is, for the same cause, enlisted in the rebellion,
after having been recovered by Balozo, and leads the revolutionary struggle.

Keywords: death, State, faith, rebellion, vengeance.
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Introduction

La réflexion sur l'écriture romanesque des auteurs dans la lignée des « nouveaux
romanciers africains », c'est-a-dire des auteurs chez qui le probléme de la création romanesque
ou du renouvellement de I'écriture se trouve au centre de leurs ceuvres porte de plus en plus ses
fruits dans nos sociétés africaines. C'est ce qu'exprime en d'autres termes Daniel-Henri Pageaux
lorsqu'il écrit : « Dans ces « nouveaux » romans, c'est moins le théme, l'argument au sens

conventionnel des termes qui comptent (...) que la recherche d'une nouvelle diégese...»
(Pageaux, 1985, p.33).

Depuis la colonisation, les peuples africains ont hérité de civilisations importées qui ont
foisonné toutes les campagnes. Parmi elles, il y a la religion dont le role primordial a obstrué et
annihilé 1’identité religieuse des africains, surtout 1’Afrique subsaharienne. Ces derniers ont
abandonné leurs cultures et traditions pour épouser une religion chrétienne contre plus ou moins
leur gré.

Si la grace dit-on ne fait pas disparaitre la nature, la mondialisation montre qu’elle ne
détruit pas la culture. Apres quelques considérations sur les rapports religion/culture dans
I’espace négro-africain, 1’ceuvre de Maurice BANDAMAN montre a partir d’'un exemple,
comment 1’on s’est servi de I’église pour détruire 1’harmonie dans des familles et dans les
sociétés africaines. La littérature africaine en général, ivoirienne en particulier, revisite
constamment et de maniére fictionnelle la conflictualité sociopolitique. L auteur est un auteur
majeur au sein de cette institution littéraire francophone. Cette ceuvre romanesque intitulée La
Bible et le Fusil (1996) est une représentation fictionnelle de la gestion chaotique d’un peuple
par un pouvoir politique. Dans ce contexte, il s’agit de décrypter le comportement du jeune
prétre catholique Noé, en proie a une révolution pour lutter contre des pratiques indésirables de
I’église pour construire sa propre liberte.

Notre étude portera sur le sujet : « Illusion et construction de liberté dans I’ceuvre La
Bible et le fusil (1996) de Maurice Bandaman qui dépeint les luttes internes de I’homme de
Dieu, ses illusions et la construction de sa propre liberté. A partir de cette ceuvre dont le titre est
ici une promesse d’action et de sens, le questionnement central dans notre démarche est de
savoir si cette dérive comportementale de I’ Abbé est une mise en garde contre les dérives de la
religion dans la société. Inspirée du contexte socio-culturel de 1’auteur, I’ceuvre prend en compte
nombre d’aspects : social, religieux, philosophique et méme pédagogique.

Ce qui autorise et justifie la sociocritique comme méthode pour explorer la démarche
de connexion entre les personnages du texte afin d’y appréhender 1’expression des sociétés
internes et externes aux romans.

Dans I’optique sociocritique, il existe une €troite relation entre les ceuvres littéraires et
la réalité sociale. Dans la perspective sociocritique que fonde Claude Duchet, 1'historicité des
textes est une relation foncierement conflictuelle. Elle suppose, pour étre lue, un déchiffrage du
non-dit qui examine les porosités, les anomalies et les corps étrangers du texte?. C’est d’ailleurs

2 Bernabé Wesley , Introduction. Relire Claude Duchet. Cinquante ans de sociocritique, Article de Revue ; Relire
Claude Duchet, p. 7-15
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pour cette raison que dans le contexte social, historique et institutionnel, la sociocritique se
définit selon Barthelemy Kotchy comme « la méthode critique qui permet d’analyser I’ceuvre
dans sa globalité. Elle ne se contente pas de révéler la structure sociale telle qu’elle se présente
dans les textes. Elle étudie aussi le fonctionnement des effets littéraires en rapport avec le
contexte social » (p.86). Le texte littéraire par ricochet produit en méme temps un effet de réalité
et un effet de fiction qui privilégie tantdt 1’un tantot I’autre. La sociocritique permet de ce fait
de faire « ce va et vient » entre les textes littéraires et 1’extra texte. Que retenir de cette rébellion
qui est la trame de I’histoire contenue dans 1’ceuvre qui nous sert de corpus ?

Nous étudierons 1’engagement du « rebelle I’Abbé Noé » dans une lutte sanglante contre les
principes religieux.

- LE TOURMENT DANS LA REPUBLIQUE D’IKSE

La société textuelle est donc soutenue par une contradiction antagonique entre un pouvoir
dictatorial et totalitaire de la République « inconnue » d’lkse. En effet, ’espace et le temps sont
posés dans I’ceuvre comme inconnus car le temps a pour €quivalent spatial « la République
d’Ikse »: « Tout cela se passait en I’an trois mille moins x (...) » (Bible, 5). Le « x » du temps
est phonétiquement le « iks » ou pour franciser « ikse ». Autrement dit, x = iks = ikse®. Toutefois,
I’anonymat de 1’espace est trahi par des indices textuels comme « CFA » (Bible, 69), « maquis
» (Bible, 28), « ici en Afrique » (125). Selon les événements qui se déroulent dans I’ceuvre,
nous sommes en droit de dire que nous vivons I’¢re des indépendances en Afrique et surtout en
Afrique noire. D’ailleurs, Le Président Grand-frére-plus-que-patriarche n’affirme-t-il pas : «
J’ai sorti ce pays de sa caverne préhistorique » (Bible, 82). La République d’lkse est donc un
espace clos qui ne favorise aucun développement social, d’ou les plaintes de No¢ : « La liberté
n’existe nulle part, c’est un leurre » (Bible, 147). Cette situation conforte la corrélation faite par
Guy Ossito Midiohouan (1986) entre « la thése de I’enfermement et 1’évocation récurrente des
prisons et autres camps de détention ».

En effet, Ikse est un Etat de police ou régne de graves exactions et atteintes aux libertés
politiques. Le président alors exerce le pouvoir au-dela de ses prérogatives. Son palais (le palais
présidentiel) a une forme de trone royal comme en pays akan. De cette forme, I’on peut affirmer
qu’lkse est une monarchie dominée par I’ivresse du pouvoir et le culte de la personnalité : « Le
Grand-frere-plus-que-patriarche avait décidé de transformer son caveau familial en une
basilique (...). De mémoire d’homme, aucune construction, dans 1’histoire de ce pays, n’aura
couté autant d’argent » (Bible, 159). C’est dans cette logique que Napoleon Bonaparte évoqua
« Je ne veux ni fusils, ni mitraillettes ! Hurla le président ; je veux des arquebuses et des
baionnettes du style Napoléon Bonaparte pour 1’exécution historique et post-historique des
morts et des enfants-a-naitre » (Bible, 87).

Ikse n’est donc pas une République car il n’y a ni liberté de ’homme, ni loi impersonnelle,
encore moins une gouvernance au service du peuple en effet, selon Jean Jacques Rousseau : «
Cette personne publique, qui se forme ainsi par I’union de toutes les autres, prenait autrefois le

3 ADAMA Samaké, Littérature et société : la dialectique du pouvoir et de la nation dans La Bible et le Fusil de
Maurice Bandaman, AIC, nr. 12 2/2013 ©2013 AIC.
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nom de cité, et prend maintenant celui de République ou de corps politique, lequel est appelé
par ses membres Etat quand il est passif, souverain quand il est actif, puissance en le comparant
a ses semblables » (1973: 74). Ikse est, au demeurant, en proie a une idéologie totalitaire et
autoritaire soutenue par des discours de normalisation et de propagande tels que définis
respectivement par les professeurs Séry Bailly: « La normalisation est le fait de se soumettre

contre sa volonté ou sous 1I’emprise d’une idéologie autoritaire, & une norme ou un paradigme
donné » (Bailly, 2009: 33), et Koui Théophile:

La propagande politique, de par son objet méme, est une sorte de millénarisme,
porteur d’un age d’or dont I’efficacité repose sur sa duplicité, dans la mesure ou,
en tant que discours idéologique, elle ne peut exprimer légitimement 1’intérét du
groupe que sous une forme qui I’occulte (Koui, 2009 : 41).

La République d’lksaine se caractérise également par la destruction, la déchirure sociale
et la criminalisation et la cristallisation & outrance de I’Etat, la haine, le recours a la barbarie, a
la cupidité et a la vanité, les révolutions successives au palais, I’imbroglio de machination pour
tuer les opposants. L assujettissement politique provoque une déchirure interne du tissu social
qui se présente a n’en point douter sous forme de perte des valeurs morales et spirituelles. A
Ikse, la prostitution des mineurs, la dépravation des meeurs, le népotisme, le laxisme comme le
révele I’ceuvre, sont monnaies courante : « Quand on n’a personne pour vous soutenir, on ne
peut rien réussir dans ce pays » (Bible, 105). Un peuple désemparé dont la religion devient son
opium comme le soulignait Karl Marx. Malgré les exactions et les oppositions : « comme si on
n’en avait pas assez de la bétise, le clergé de la République d’lkse prit ’historique initiative
d’organiser des messes d’action de grace, pour célébrer et la paix, et la résurrection du Plus-
que-patriarche » (Bible, 133). Ainsi donc, la religion devient un moyen de justification
transcendante des injustices sociales selon Calvez.

Dans nos sociétés africaines, la dignité est la plus grande valeur de ’homme. A cet effet, la
perte des valeurs morales et spirituelles va entrainer obligatoirement le bouleversement de
I’ordre social. L’on constate donc 1’absence et la privation de libertés — judiciaire car 1’Etat
procede a des arrestations, des détentions et des jugements arbitraires. Le pouvoir gere des
reglements personnels parce qu’aucune liberté¢ d’expression, d’opinion n’est permise. Sur le
plan économique, il y a des prélevements abusifs des taxes municipales au marché. Et malgré
les plaintes des commergants et des commergantes, aucune solution n’est envisagée. Regroupés
en syndicats pour défendre leurs droits, le syndicalisme devient un crime de lése-majesté. Les
marches pacifiques des étudiants pour revendiquer de meilleures conditions de travail dans les
universités sont réprimées dans le sang, sur injonction du président plus-que-patriarche, par la
milice présidentielle. Pour conserver son pouvoir et son hémogeénie, les atteintes a I’intégrité
corporelle et a la tranquillité des personnes sont régulieres. Le narrateur di¢gétique les résume
en ces termes : « Tout le monde sait, hein ! Que, sous tous les cieux, les singes pour ne pas dire
les anes ou les hommes, qui croient leur queue assez longue pour narguer le pouvoir politique
et faire régner sur sa créte la menace de facon permanente, ne méritent qu’une seule chose : la
mort ! » (Bible, 5). L’on pourrait parler d’une écriture de la violence qui fait appel a des niveaux
de langues médian, familier et argotique :

« Afitémanou sortit bousculant en la vieille prostituée qui tenta encore de le retenir.
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— Missé-la, c’est missant hein ! dit-elle, désespérée pendant qu’Afitémanou s’approcha d’'une
autre prostituée,

plus jeune celle-la. Mais la jeune femme refusa de le laisser entrer dans sa chambre.

— Pati ! Retourner chez grand’sceur la-bas. Si je travaillé ave toi, c’est pas bon. Elle va fait
moi gros palabre.

— Mais c’est con, tout cela !

—Ah ! A chez nous ici, c’est la loi, hein. Quand tu rentré chez un de nous, tu travaillé d’abord
avant tu vas

sorti.

Afitemanou grogna et cracha. 1l se faufila derriere les baraques, réapparut dans la rue,
rouspétant:

— Maudit sexe ! Pourquoi ne restes-tu pas tranquille? » (Bible, 34).

Sur le plan politique, la République a le soutien de certains citoyens face aux
réquisitoires dressés contre lui. Pour marquer son soutien formel, un citoyen militant du parti
démocratique iksain n’hésite pas a déclarer par ses éloges :

« Vous étes fait pour diriger, vous étes né pour régner. Vous étes
un cadeau a nous offert par Dieu, le généreux. A tous les affamés
vous avez offert du pain, aux assoiffés une goutte de salive, aux
orphelins un pere ou une mere, aux veuves un mari, nulle place
ou la vie ne passe et repasse qui ne porte les fleurs et les colombes
pour vous semer ; nul ceeur qui ne batte et rebatte qui n’ait vibré
a votre appel pour [’amour entre les hommes, la liberté pour les
peuples, la paix, pour les nations ». (Bible, 82.)

Cette propagande active au culte de la personnalité met en confiance le dictateur qui met en
place une police politique pour faire régner la terreur, organiser I’emprisonnement et
I’extermination des opposants farouches sous le regard impuissant de bon nombre de ses
collaborateurs soumis. Certains, pris de peur, livrent des confidences comme celle d’un ministre
qui dit que : «j 'eus envie de donner ma démission du gouvernement mais la peur me paralysa.
Oui, j’eus peur car il faut que je vous le dise » (Bible, 88). Cette peur du ministre réside dans
la croyance aveugle que manifestent les fideles du président relativement a sa puissance
surnaturelle, comme le confirme cette scéne métamorphosée :

« Le président me regarda puis ferma les yeux. Sur mon siege, les
pleurs d’une grenouille ; “Croa !” “Croa !” “Croa !

- Voila le sort que je réserve a tous ceux qui me trahiront, dit le
président. En grenouilles, je vous transformerai tous en
grenouilles.» (Bible, 88.)

Le palais présidentiel est pris de panique et monde du pouvoir confus, I’auteur réagit contre
la force des abus politiques incarnés par le Grand-freére-plus-que-patriarche. Dans bon nombre
de romans africains, les combats socio-politiques riment avec I’expression de la violence car
cette période de I’an X, les peuples luttaient pour retrouver leur liberté bafouée par les colons.
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- LE JEU DU POUVOIR ET LA MAISON DE DIEU

La maison de Dieu appelée communément église est un lieu d’adoration et de louage de
’Etre Supréme appelé Dieu. Lieu-dit saint, les maisons de Dieu ont depuis un certain temps
changg¢ de réle. Avec I’avénement de la mondialisation ; des fidéles aux prétres en passant par
le Pape, 1’église dans son ensemble et catholique en particulier s’est immiscée dans la vie
politique des nations. De son réle d’unification, I’église est devenue un lieu de dépravation des
mceurs. En effet, le débat sur le role de 1’église portant sur la conceptualisation des bases de la
société contemporaine moderne a quelque chose de passionnant et de fascinant qu’il appelle a
I’interrogation de concepts majeurs : Liberté, Histoire, Droit des peuple, Nation et Pouvoir. Ce
dernier revient particuliérement de maniére récurrente, car le Pouvoir s’exerce partout. L.’église,
dans ses rapports de construction d’une identité familiale de ses fid¢les s’ingére dans le pouvoir
politique qui renvoie au rapport entre I’homme politique et I’homme de Dieu et le peuple. C’est
dans cette perspective que Roger Garaudy affirme, a juste titre : « La politique, ¢’est I’Histoire
en train de se faire » (Garaudy, 1985 : 181). Or, qui parle de la politique parle de peuple donc
de nation. Nous retiendrons le sens actuel, proche de celui du peuple, mais congu
spécifiquement dans ses rapports avec 1’Etat. Ainsi, dit-on, la Nation est selon le dictionnaire
Larousse un « ensemble des étres humains vivant dans un méme territoire, ayant une
communauté d'origine, d'histoire, de culture, de traditions, parfois de langue, et constituant une
communauté politique. » Dans ce sens, la Nation désigne un peuple ayant I’objectif politique
de conserver ou d’instituer un Etat. Or, le terme de I’Etat est indissociable ou consubstantiel a
celui de Pouvoir. Par conséquent, la lutte pour le pouvoir est au coeur de la vie politique des
sociétés. La domination du pouvoir s’exerce également dans les églises ou les hommes de Dieu
font la courbette aux hommes du pouvoir.

L’¢église catholique de la République d’lkse est a la solde du pouvoir en place et de son
Président qui exerce un pouvoir absolu et totalitaire sur la population. Aidé dans sa tache par
I’archevéque, haute autorité de 1’église catholique, le Tout Puissant président massacre, viole et
fait exécuter la population sans défense. Ces pouvoirs totalitaires contraires a la raison sont
utilisés par le Grand-freére-plus-que-patriarche. Ce chef et guide charismatique fait croire au
peuple qu’il est le représentant de Dieu sur terre. En toute impunité, il fait perpétrer la violence
politique a I’encontre du peuple en affirmant : « celui qui répand le sang de I’homme, c’est par
I’homme que ce sang doit étre répandu, car I’homme a été fait a ’'image de Dieu. » (p. 14). Le
Grand-frere-plus-que-patriarche, chef et guide charismatique fait croire au peuple qu’il est le
représentant de Dieu sur terre.

I11- L’APPEL A LAVENGEANCE DE LA FEMME DE BA’A ASSANZAN

L’ceuvre de Marice Bandaman intitulée La Bible et le Fusil dévoile une stratégie de
résistance et de lutte contre un pouvoir autocrate qui opprime tout un peuple. Une résistance
qui emportera le principal opposant de la République Ba’a Assanzan. Ainsi, du retour du
cimetiere suite au déceés du pére de I’Abbé, sa femme réunit ses enfants et les incita a la
vengeance : « Votre pere est mort, assassiné. Son sang s’est répandu sur toutes les feuilles, dans
le lit de toutes les rivieres et de tous les fleuves. Souillée par le sang innocent de votre pére, la
terre réclame vengeance. Je ne suis qu’une pauvre femme. Je ne sais pas porter un fusil. Et mes
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mains sont trop seches pour enfoncer un couteau dans une poitrine. Mais le sang de votre pére
crie vengeance [...] ».

Le cadet, I’abbé No¢, regarda sa mere et, d’une voix calme dit : « Le Seigneur ne
recommande pas la vengeance ; c’est écrit dans la bible » (La bible... p.12-13). Les principes
religieux ne permettent pas a I’homme de Dieu de se détourner de son chemin car selon la Bible,
si quelqu’un te gifle par la joue droite, il faut lui tendre la joue gauche.

Oui, le livre de Dieu interdit la violence sous toutes ses formes pourtant, le Président plus-
que-patriarche a pour principal aide de camp 1’archevéque, guide supréme de 1’église catholique
iksaine. L’abbé va-t-il se retenir longtemps ou bien va-t-il prendre conscience de son rdle
d’homme religieux donc sens¢ défendre un peuple opprimé ?

Cet appel, méme s’il est refusé par le fils cadet 1’abbé Noé, trouve un écho favorable dans
la société et dans la communauté religieuse.

IV- LA REVOLUTION RELIGIEUSE

Les nombreuses exactions commises dans la République et sous le regard bienveillant de
I’archevéque catholique vont irriter la population. Celle-ci décide de prendre son destin en main
tout en bannissant les paroles de Dieu. Certaines voix et non des moins vont se lever pour
protester contre le régime d’lkse. Certaines autorités musulmanes et catholiques vont faire
entendre leurs voix. C’est ainsi qu’au niveau des chefs religieux, I’imam-supréme du pays, la
République d’lkse et le nouvel archevéque catholique n’ont hésité a condamner 1’acte de
I’ancien archevéque qui avait cautionné les barbaries du Grand-frére-plus-que patriarche et
donné un sursis de vie d’une quarantaine d’année de pouvoir. A cet effet, ces chefs religieux
prennent la décision radicale de se débarrasser de la peur qui les anime pour accomplir leur
devoir sacerdotal. Ces leaders et guides religieux montrent a cette ¢€lite, 1’essence et le
fondement de leur mission. Celle-ci consiste a dire non a I’imposture et a la démagogie ainsi
non a étre des partisans idéologiques du régime : « Non, ils ont dit non » (p. 179). Joignant
I’acte a la parole, ils invitent leurs fideles a se retenir et a rester chez eux en évitant de participer
a une quelconque marche organisée par le parti-Etat. A violences verbales se joint la violence
dans les préches et 1’évangélisation qu’ils menent du haut de leur chaise : « Dieu combat
toujours avec les opprimés, les libérateurs, les affamés, les gueux, jamais avec les oppresseurs,
les tyrans, les prédateurs » (p.179). Ces positions idéologiques des hommes des « nouveaux »
hommes de Dieu qui prennent position sur la réalité sociale de cette homélie, nous montre qu’il
y a autre type de clergé apolitique et respectueux des textes sacrés. Dans ces mutations des
fondements de 1’église et de grogne politique, s’inscrit le combat politique. Ces actions
salvatrices des religieux n’aura -t-elle pas de conséquences dans la société ?

V- LA FRACTURE SOCIALE

Les nombreuses exactions perpétrées contre le peuple seront une arme fatale contre
I’oppresseur. Car selon le raggaeman international Alpha Blondy dans I’une de ses chansons
disait qu’un peuple baillonné ne peut I’étre indéfiniment et un jour ¢a sera la guerre civile. En
effet, le combat social consiste a dénoncer les dérives sociales d’un pouvoir totalitaire dont la
principale activité est la répression tous azimuts dans la République lkse. Ici, les tares sociales
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et matérialistes sont confirmées. Pour conserver leurs pouvoirs ou leurs positions sociales,
certaines « autorités politiques » vont accéder a des pratiques occultes.

Alors Afitémanou, fils ainé du défunt Ba’a Assanzan, est I’un des personnages qui acceptent
d’entrer au service des mysteres occultes de cette nouvelle tendance. Son long s€jour initiatique
aupres de Moussou, le féticheur atypique montre combien de fois, ’homme politique est attaché
au pouvoir. L’initiation terminée, Afitémanou livre sa fille unique, Raissa, au fétiche. D¢s lors,
le féticheur ordonna au papa d’égorger lui-méme sa fille : « - C’est toi qui doit [’égorger ! dit
le féticheur a Afitemanou. » (Bible, 114). La fillette, prise de peur supplia son pére qui, hélas
resta sourd et passa aux actes selon le narrateur :

« La fillette lacha un cri comme « cha ! » sa téte sauta, tourna,
se retourna, sauta, tourna, se retourna, s’élanca dans [’air
pendant que le reste du corps se débattait « gbugbla ! gbugbla
! gbugbla ! ». Le sang gicla comme [’eau d’une fontaine. Le
féticheur le recueillit dans un seau ; la téte et le corps de la
fillette se rejoignirent dans leurs mouvements puis se souderent.
Raissa était refaite, splendide, féérique, resplendissante. »
(Bible, 115.)

Raissa, dans sa lamentation, interrogea Afitémanou sur la cause de son acte : « -Pourquoi
m’as-tu tranché le cou, tonton ? » (Bible, 115). Comme tout ploiticien avéré sous nos cieux, la
promotion de la vie et I’inamovibilité de ses fonctions et la confiance du Président constituent
le fondement de son crime. Sans se contenir, Il avoue lui-méme sa motivation : « je veux étre et
rester ministre multimilliardaire et président a vie et a sang de la République déemocratique
libre et paisible d’lkse. Tu m’entends ma fille ? » (Bible. 115). Ah le pouvoir et I’argent sont les
deux causes qui déracinent I’esprit humain. Le président de la république, le Grand-frere-plus-
que-patriarche, nomme Afitémanou comme ambassadeur extraordinaire et plénipotentiaire de
la République d’lkse aupres de la République sceur de Zaide. A titre d’illustration :

« Voila un cheque de trente millions pour faire face a vos
premiers frais. A compter d’aujourd’hui, vous aurez a votre
disposition une voiture et un chauffeur. Par ailleurs, [’Etat
vous a choisi une villa tout juste de [’autre coté de la lagune,
a quelques metres de Monsieur le ministre, vous pouvez y aller,
vous y trouverez tout. » (Bible, 36.)

Le sejour d’Afitémanou aupres du féticheur ne fut pas vain. L’objectif étant atteint, la
suite est a avenir.

Dans La bible et le fusil, 1a corruption grandissante et les autres pratiques licencieuses, par
la gestion paternaliste du pouvoir ou le Grand-frere-plus-que-patriarche, au mieux des intéréts
du régime, ritualise I’anarchie. Dame Awlabo précipite son départ pour le village dans ce climat
de méfiance :

«Mamie Awlabo a donc décidé de respirer désormais | 'odeur
des champs, de tendre les oreilles aux poétiques ramages des
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oiseaux, d’écouter la mélodie du vent, préférable aux
plaintes des petites commerg¢antes qu’on écrase de taxe alors
que les petites garces qui ont ouvert leurs jupons aux
conseillers municipaux ne paient jamais rien. » (Bible, 39)

Une politique tyrannique et arbitraire peut qu’engendrer un €branlement des fondements de
la société. C’est notamment le cas d’ Ahika qui, apres des années d’activités, a vu ses économies,
ses ambitions et ses espoirs partis en ruine.

VI- LA REBELLION OU LA VENGENCE DE L’ABBE NOE

Martin Gay dans son essai Vivre debout aftirmait que dans toute société, si les individus ne
lui résistent pas, elle tend a devenir totalitaire. Il y a des totalitarismes qui sourient et dont on
ne mesure pas la force de pression, insidieuse plutot que brutale. La vengeance est une action
qui prend du temps dans sa réalisation. C’est une prise de conscience, un mirissement d’idées
pour chercher 1’action a mener, comment la mener et quand la mener.

La vengeance de I’Abbé No¢ peut étre considérée comme une prise conscience des actes du
Grand-frere-plus-que patriarche. Leader charismatique et instrument de la revanche des
humiliés, il a la fois la Bible et le fusil. L’abbé Noé¢ suscite autant 1’antipathie que la sympathie.
A c6té de Balozo qui est positif car incarnant les valeurs de Martin Luther King, I’Abbé Noé
qui est a la fois positif et négatif.

En réalité, le prétre n’est pas aussi pieux comme il le fait entendre a sa mére. Car tout le
monde sait la relation qu’il entretient avec Monika, une fidele, 1’épouse d’un des puissants
hommes de la ville. Cette situation de chute spirituelle nous emmene a croire le récit entre
I’homme de Dieu et sa mere est un leurre. L’ Abbé Noé est le prototype du préte tiraillé entre
les dogmes et la vérité du coeur amoureux, partagé ¢également entre le maquis de la révolution
et la vie catholique. Cette forme de la théologie de la libération revue et réinterprétée par
I’auteur est bien longtemps vécue dans les pays de I’ Amérique latine. Ils ont longtemps admiré
la théologie de la libération parce que I’Eglise ne représentant finalement que le seul rempart
aux dictatures hérétiques. Ce prototype de I’homme engagée est la vie réelle dans le roman et
I’expression de I’homme de la société dans le prétre. S’il doit s’engager c’est un combat non
pas pour son géniteur seulement comme le recommande sa mére mais un combat qui mene a la
justice, a I’amour et a la liberté.

L’idée de combattre I’injustice, la misere, la dictature, le désespoir et la vocation de vouloir
transformer le monde se réalisera. L’idée d’amour, de justice et de lutte perpétuelle pour
engendrer un monde nouveau clignote dans la téte de 1’abbé Noé. Le quotidien de violence, des
guerres, tares sociales, ses ratés politiques et économiques, et, a 1’horizon de son humanité en
peine du Président-plus-que-patriarche prendra fin. Face a tous ces ballets de révolution et des
valeurs qui soutiennent le changement, et la non-violence, la conversion des citoyens égarés,
I’ Abbé Noé rend sa soutane a 1’ Archevéque corrompu pour mettre a nu le silence coupable de
’Eglise sur les crimes. Puis s’offre en sacrifice pour espérer un lendemain meilleur pour le
peuple.
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Les principes religieux sont comme source d’une véritable arme de combat contre la
déconstruction sociale valorise, par conséquent, une théologie de la révolution pour laquelle
1’Abbé Noé, en rendant sa soutane, refuse d’en faire autant pour la Bible quand I’ Archevéque
le lui demande : « Non, je ne vous la donnerai pas. Je la tiendrai toujours dans la main gauche
pour pouvoir, chaque fois, la poser sur ma poitrine, du c6té ou mon cceur bat. » (Bible, 136).

Conclusion

Dans la société textuelle de La Bible et le Fusil, [’on découvre le mythe du Réveil. 11
concerne le peuple qui, ayant pris conscience de son pouvoir aprés de longs moments de
domination, se met en marche pour revendiquer ses droits. Il dévoile au demeurant, le peuple
en pleine action révolutionnaire face a une dictature menée par le Grand-frére-président-plus-
que-patrice.

Dans cette société africaine, il faut créer les instruments de I’espoir, gage d’une stabilité
et d’une paix durable. L’objectif étant de montrer les nombreuses exactions du «pére de la
Nationy, la sociocritique nous a permis de déceler le courage d’un peuple quand il le souhaite
face une adversité.

Cette ceuvre La Bible et le Fusil montre I’émergence de « I’homme révolté », le prétre
Noé dans la Nation iksaine, qui aprés une édification de la conscience libre par 1’entremise de
plusieurs agents sociaux décide de se venger. La lutte révolutionnaire se présentée alors sous
plusieurs formes a d’abord été sous forme armée. Une rébellion menée par un ex-ministre du
président « pére de la nation » se nomme « unité pour la libération et I’établissement de la
démocratie en République iksaine ». Selon la description de son leader dans le roman, nous
osons affirmer que c’est un mouvement anarchiste, assoiffé de pouvoir personnel. Il ne lutte
donc pas pour la libération du peuple mais pour sa quéte personnelle. Le second groupe, le
GALD: Groupe d’Action pour la Liberté et la Démocratie, constitué d’intellectuels, d’ouvriers,
de syndicalistes et de paysans. C’est un mouvement populaire créé¢ par « des avocats, des
prétres, des femmes, et des hommes angoissés par la vie sociale et politique (...) et par la
menace d’une guerre civile certaine » (Bible 148) dans la Republique d’lksaine. Monika,
membre actif, précise ses objectifs : « Notre objectif est d’exercer des pressions sur le
gouvernement afin que cesse la terreur et naisse 1’heure ou I’on parlera sans craindre d’étre
exécuté ou de voir sa promotion sociale et professionnelle compromise » (Bible, 148). Pour
inciter son amant a la révolte, Monika remet une Bible a 1’ Abbé Noé par ces mots: « Ce qu’il
faut éviter, c’est le dessechement gratuit du sang versé » tout en délimitant les contours de ce
que son mouvement entend par la révolution pour éviter tout amalgame:« La révolution? Oh !
Nous n’aimons pas beaucoup ce mot : il est tellement galvaudé qu’il se dévalorise. (...) Notre
révolution est le chant des enfants, des mendiants, des paralytiques qui se pavanent dans nos
rues en interrogeant le ciel de leurs regards qui ont la fureur d’un incendie. Intellectuels,
ouvriers, syndicalistes et paysans ont joint leurs poings et uni leur coeur pour déplacer la
montagne séculaire dressée sur le splendide chemin de leur liberté » (Bible, 149).
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